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January 20th, 2018. 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Thank you for your interest in the STEAM-X program for the 2018/2019 school year.  STEAM-X 

is an accelerated program specifically designed for gifted students to become adequately 

prepared for university rigor and university life in 3 years.  We are very excited to look ahead 

to our fourth year of the STEAM- X program at the Surrey Academy of Innovative Learning.   

In STEAM-X 8/9 students will experiment with learning—which means to take risks, make 

mistakes and explore who they are as learners.  In the process, students will develop a richer 

conception of learning. The ‘Big Ideas’ in Science, Social Studies, English and Math will be 

studied through an interdisciplinary lens using a blended learning approach.  The foundation 

will be to experiment with learning. Students will be supported to become thoughtful, 

motivated, and collaborative problem solvers capable of engaging in their own inquiries who 

thrive in our ever-changing world. 

The application process is designed is a way to ensure that the program is the best fit for the 

student.  It will provide us with valuable information on how your son/daughter learns and 

what interests them; as well as allow students to gain a better understanding of the program.  

After the application process, students should leave with a clear sense of what the STEAM-X 

offers and whether is it is in line with their learning needs. 

Applications to the STEAM-X Program will require the following: 
 

1) Complete a Literacy and Numeracy Assessment on February 8th, 2018. 
2) Attend Intake Meeting which are being held on March 6th, 7th or 8th, 2018. 
3) Provide Supporting documents (See below) 

a. SAIL Registration Form 
b. Two Confidential References  
c. Two Recent Report Cards 
d. Letter of Interest   
e. Portfolio of Learning  

 
Ensure you complete all parts of the checklist below.  Incomplete applications will not be 
accepted. Parents/Guardians will be contacted about acceptance into the STEAM-X program 
in June. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
SAIL Academy of Innovative Learning 
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STEAM-X Reference Check 
 
 

APPLICANT NAME: 
 

We would appreciate your help in providing us with a reference for the individual named above who has 
applied to STEAMx 8/9 with us.  
 
Name of Referee:  

Address:  

Phone:     Cell:     Email: 
 

1)  How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity?  

2)  How would you describe the applicant’s ability to get along with others?  

3)  Is the applicant a team player or do they excel by working alone?  

4)  What are the applicant’s primary positive skills or qualities? What areas could they improve on?  

5)  In stressful situations, describe how the applicant reacts. Be specific. 

6)  What do you think the applicant would be good at and what would they find challenging in STEAMx 8/9?  

7)  Does the applicant have any ministry designations? If so, please identify them below. 

8)  Are you aware of any extra support needs the applicant might have?  

9)  Please evaluate the applicant in the following areas using the scale where - 1 = Poor and 5 = Excellent:  
 

a. Absent Record 1  2  3 4 5 

b. Work Ethic  1  2  3 4 5 

c. Flexibility  1  2  3 4 5 

d. Time Management  1  2  3 4 5 

e. Organization Skills  1  2  3 4 5 

f. Communication Skills  1  2  3 4 5 

g. Responsibility  1  2  3 4 5 

h. Takes Initiative for Learning  1  2  3 4 5 

i. Takes Pride in Learning 1  2  3 4 5 

10) Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the applicant that might help us make a suitable 
match? 
 

 

I confirm that the details I have provided are accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

   Signature:       Date: 
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STEAM-X Application Checklist 

 

Literacy and Numeracy Assessment 

 Complete the Literacy and Numeracy Assessment 
i. Date: February 8th, 2018 – 3:15pm-4:45pm 
ii. Location: Surrey Academy of Innovative Learning (SAIL 2nd floor, 14033  92nd 

Avenue, Surrey, BC)  

iii. Please email sailacademy@surreyschools.ca to register for the assessment. 

Intake Meeting 

 Schedule and attend an Intake Meeting  
i. Parents must contact our office at 604-592-4263 to schedule a meeting 

time.   All supporting documents (as listed above) should be brought to the 
intake meeting.  

ii. Meetings will take place March 6th, 7th or 8th, 2018. 

iii. My intake meeting will take place on: ____________________ 

Supporting Documentation (to bring to intake meeting) 

 Registration Form – https://sailacademy.ca/enroll-today/  (can be completed online 
any time prior to intake meeting) 

 Two Confidential Reference Letters - (see attached document) 
i. Use attached Reference Form 
ii. Letters must be in an envelope with the referees signature across the seal 
iii. One letter from a former/current teacher  
iv. One letter from a community member who interacts with the student 

regularly (coach, extra-curricular mentors)  

 Two Most Recent Report Cards 

 Letter of Interest 
i. In a maximum of 500 words explain why you are interested in the STEAM-X 

program.  Please use the following questions to guide your response.  
 Why are you interested in the STEAM-X program?  

 Who are you as a learner?  (Describe your ideal learning environment? 
How do you learn best? What helps you learn? ) 

 What would you consider as some of your strengths and your biggest 
challenges as a learner? 

 Portfolio-( 4-8 items) 

i. Examples of ideas include a list of awards and achievements; extra-
curricular activities list; leadership/community involvement; samples of 
work that student is most proud of 
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